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HEREWITH TEXT OF JOSEPH ALSOP COLUMN AS IN WASHINGTON 
POST, FEBRUARY 27, 1974: 

THE PURLOINED PAPERS 

THE CASE OF THE PURLOINED PAPERS DRIZZLES ON AND 
ON. THE CAST OF CHARACTERS IS IRRESISTIBLE: SECRETARY 
OF STATE HENRY A. KISSINGER, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ADM. THOMAS MOORER, TWO OTHER 
ADMIRALS, A SLY NAVAL YEOMAN; THE WHITE HOUSE "PLUMBERS," 
AND SO ON AND ON. WHY YOU COULD MAKE A PERFECT MELODRAMA 
WITH A CAST LIKE THIS. MANY PEOPLE NATURALLY HOPE TO 
DO SO. 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN FOLLOWING THE CASE, THE 
BASIC PLOT TO DATE IS PLAIN ENOUGH. FOR A CONSIDERABLE 
PERIOD DURING THE PREVIOUS NIXON ADMINISTRATION A HIGHLY 
TRUSTED NAVAL YEOMAN, CHARLES E. RADFORD, WAS ASSIGNED FOR 
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DUTY WITH THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. WHILE ON THIS 
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DUTY, RADFORD REGULARLY TOOK COPIES OF THE MOST SECRET 
SECURITY COUNCIL PAPERS AND PASSED THEM BACK TO THE 
PENTAGON. 

SOME OF THE PAPERS REACHED ADMIRAL MOORER. YEOMAN 
RADFORD HAS FURTHER TESTIFIED THAT HE BEGAN THIS 

PRACTICE OF PURLOINING PAPERS BECAUSE HIS FIRST BOSS IN 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL APPARATUS, REAR ADMIRAL R. C. 

ROBINSON, ASKED HIM ' TO DO A JOB FOR THE JOINT CHIEFS." 

THE PURLOINING WAS THEN DISCOVERED. THE WHITE 
HOUSE "PLUMBERS" LUMBERED INTO THE ACT, HOTLY FOLLOWED 
BY THEIR CHIEF JOHN EHRLICHMAN. ALL SORTS OF SINISTER 
CHARGES WERE BANDIED ABOUT. BUT IN THE END, PRESIDENT 
NIXON TOOK NO PUNITIVE ACTION AGAINST ANYONE; SO WE ARE 
HEARING FURTHER SINISTER CHARGES TODAY. 

IF ALL THIS SEEMS A MITE SORDID, THE ANSWER IS 
THAT IT WAS OF COURSE SORDID. IN EVERY ADMINISTRATION, 
GOVERNMENT HAS ITS SORDID PATCHES AND EPISODES. BUT IF 
ALL THIS ALSO SOUNDS A MITE BEWILDERING, THE ANSWER IS TO 
PLEASE RECALL THE WAY THE GOVERNMENT REALLY WORKED IN 
1970 AND 1971. 

AT THAT PERIOD, DR. KISSINGER, WORKING UNDER 
THE PRESIDENT AND SOLELY FOR THE PRESIDENT WAS MAKING 
VIRTUALLY EVERY FOREIGN POLICY DECISION OF ANY CONSE- 
QUENCE. WITH RESPECT TO THE VIETNAMESE WAR AND SOME 
OTHER URGENT SITUATIONS, DR. KISSINGER, AGAIN WORKING 
UNDER THE PRESIDENT, WAS ALSO MAKING MANY MILITARY 
DECISIONS OF THE HIGHEST IMPORTANCE. 

TO PUT IT MIDLY, THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS WAS NOT 
IMMENSELY ENJOYED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR THE SECRE- 
TARY OF DEFENSE OF THAT PERIOD, WHO WERE WILLIAM ROGERS 
AND MELVIN LAIRD. IT WOULD AGAIN BE PUTTING IT MIDLY TO 
SAY THAT BOTH LAIRD AND ROGERS HATED KISSINGER.S GUTS. 

FURTHERMORE, BOTH MEN SAW ALL POLICY DECISIONS FROM 
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A VIEWPOINT DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSITE TO THE KISSINGER VIEW- 
POINT. BOTH MEN THOUGHT OF TODAY RATHER THAN TOMORROW. 
BOTH PUT POLITICS AHEAD OF SUBSTANCE. BOTH FEARED THE BOLD 
DECISIVENESS IN ACTION AND MISUNDERSTOOD THE SUBTLETY IN 
PLANNING AND NEGOTIATION, THAT WERE AND INDEED STILL 
ARE THE MAIN KISSINGER HALLMARKS. 

SO YOU HAD A SITUATION IN WHICH DR. KISSINGER WAS 
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PERPETUALLY AT DAGGERS DRAWN WITH "THE BUREAUCRACY" - 
HIS OWN SHORTHAND PHRASE FOR THE STATE AND DEFENSE DEPART- 
MENTS. NOT ONLY THIS. MOREOVER. "THE BUREAUCRACY" WOULD 
HAVE CHEERFULLY USED DAGGERS ON DR. KISSINGER, AND IN 
VIEW OF THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN PHYSICAL ASSAULT, "THE 
BUREAUCRACY" QUITE REGULARLY USED ALL POSSIBLE DAGGERS 
ON THE KISSINGER POLICY DECISIONS. 

THIS HAD TWO PRACTICAL CONSEQUENCES RELEVANT TO THE 
CASE OF THE PURLOINED PAPERS. ON ONE HAND, DR, 

KISSINGER WENT TO ENORMOUS LENGTHS TO KEEP SECRET ALL 
MAJOR POLICY DECISIONS UNTIL THEY WERE ACCOMPLISHED 
FACTS, BEYOND BEING MUCH DAMAGED BY "THE BUREAUCRACY." 

BY THE SAME TOKEN, "THE BUREAUCRACY" ALSO WENT TO 
ENORMOUS LENGTHS TO FIND OUT WHAT THE DEVIL DR. 

KISSINGER WAS CURRENTLY UP TO, GENERALLY WITH LIMITED 
SUCCESS. 

NO ONE WITH PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE OF GOVERNMENT CAN 
DOUBT THAT THE FOREGOING WAS THE MATRIX IN WHICH THE 
CASE OF THE PURLOINED PAPERS REALLY ORIGINATED. JUST 
HOW THIS HAPPENED, ONE CANNOT TELL; FOR THE CASE, BY NOW, 
HAS BECOME A LUNATIC TANGLE OF CONTRADICTIONS AND SUS- 
PENSIONS. 

THE MAIN THINGS TO UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, ARE QUITE 
SIMPLE. IT WAS NORMAL FOR DR. KISSINGER TO PLAY HIS 
CARDS CLOSE TO HIS CHEST. IT WAS NORMAL AGAIN FOR THOSE 
WHO SO LOATHED HIM TO WANT TO KNOW WHAT WAS ON THOSE 
CARDS. 

NO MATTER WHO DID WHAT TO WHOM, HOWEVER, IT WAS 
NEVER MUCH MORE THAN STANDARD INFIGHTING OF THE USUAL 
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INTTRA-GOVERNMENTAL TYPE. HENCE IT WAS ALSO NORMAL. 
FINALLY, FOR THE PRESIDENT TO SAY, "LET'S SHUT UP ABOUT 
IT,” WHEN HE MADE THAT DECISION AT THE END OF 1971. 

UNLESS APPEARANCES DECEIVE, IN SHORT, THIS CASE OF 
THE PURLOINED PAPERS IS NO OCCASION FOR WORRY OR ALARM 
OR SILLY HINTS ABOUT' MILITARY TAKEOVER." INFIGHTING 
IS ENDEMIC IN ALL GOVERNMENTS. INSTEAD, ONE SHOULD BE 
EXTREMELY GRATEFUL THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS NO LONGER 
MANNED QUITE SO STRANGELY AND DISCORDANTLY, EVEN TO THE 
EXTENT OF POSSESSING EXCEPTIONALLY EFFECTIVE STATE AND 
DEFENSE DEPARTMENTS. (END TEXT) CASEY 
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